
New Testament 
Survey
Lecture 2a

The Gospels & Acts (part 1)



Introduction

• Content of this lecture: the Historical Books of the NT

• The Four Gospels- the period from about 5 BC to AD 33

• The Acts of the Apostles- the history of the early church from about AD 33 
through AD 60.

• Today we will give an introduction of the four Gospels and survey 
Matthew’s and Mark’s Gospel.
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Introduction to the 
Four Gospels
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• Definition of “Gospel”

• From the Greek verb euangelizō, “to 
proclaim good news,” and the noun 
euangelion, “good news that is 
proclaimed.”

• It is a used as a technical title for the four 
New Testament documents containing 
the good news about the life, ministry, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus, the 
Messiah.

• Mark’s self-identification as a “gospel” 
(Mark 1:1).
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Image: A page from Greek Miniscule 2, located in the Basel University 

Library, dated to the 11th or 12th century. Here is displayed part of the first 

chapter of Mark’s Gospel.  (Source: Wikimedia Commons)



Introduction to the 
Four Gospels

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
MARK

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.”

(Mark 1:1)
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Introduction to the Four Gospels

• The Gospel Genre
• Definition of Genre: 

• “a category of artistic musical, or literary composition characterized by a particular 
style, form, or content.” (Merriam-Webster)

• The literary form of a biblical book or portion of a biblical book.

• The characteristics of the Gospel genre
• They are biographical in nature, but they are not biographies.

• The writers selectively chose and arranged their material by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit to emphasize a particular aspect of Jesus’ person and to accomplish the following 
purposes:

• To validate Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah

• To convey the substance of Jesus’ teaching

• To emphasize the events related to His death and resurrection

• To convince the reader to believe in Jesus
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The Synoptic Problem

• The Problem Identified

• Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
present the events of the life of 
Christ from a similar perspective 
that differs significantly from 
John’s perspective.

• Definition of Synoptic: “to see 
together”

• Note the degrees of similarity 
and difference among the four 
Gospels.

Gospel Differences Agreements 

Matthew 42% 58% 

Mark 7% 93% 

Luke 59% 41% 

John 92% 8% 
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The Synoptic Problem

• The Problem Stated:

• What is the relationship between these three Synoptic Gospels?

• What was the source of the material that they included?

• Did they borrow from one another or did they get their material from a 
common source?

• Why do some Gospels omit certain events?

• Why do they sometimes arrange events in a different order?
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The Synoptic 
Problem

Example #1: The Temptation Account (Matt. 4:1-
11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13)
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Cox, Steven L., and Kendell H. Easley. Holman Christian Standard Bible: Harmony of the Gospels. Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2007.



The Synoptic 
Problem
Example #2: The Healing of Peter’s 
Mother-in-Law (Matt. 8:14-17; Mark1:29-
34; Luke 4:38-41)
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The Synoptic 
Problem

Example #3: The Birth and 
Childhood Accounts (Matt. 1-3; 
Luke 1-3)
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The Birth and Childhood Accounts 

Matthew’s Gospel
1. Genealogy (Joseph’s)

2. Birth Events

3. Wise Men

4. Flight to Egypt

5. Return to Nazareth

6. Ministry of John the Baptist

Luke’s Gospel
1. Annunciation to Zechariah

2. Annunciation to Mary

3. Birth of John the Baptist

4. Birth of Jesus

5. The Shepherds Story

6. Jesus’ Presentation (Temple)

7. Return to Nazareth

8. Jesus in Jerusalem (Temple)

9. Ministry of John the Baptist

10. Genealogy (Mary’s)
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The Synoptic Problem

• Proposed Solutions:

• The Interdependence Theory

• The Oral Transmission of Tradition Theory

• The Fragment Theory

• The Common Source Theory
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The Synoptic Problem

• A Better Solution

• The authors were either eyewitnesses or  had direct access to firsthand 
testimony.

• John 19:35

• Acts 10:37-43

• Christ promised to send them the Holy Spirit, who would “bring all things to 
your remembrance” (John 14:26).

• Luke was Paul’s companion in travel and had access to firsthand testimony. 
(Luke was a first-rate historian.)

• Mark had a long and close association with both Paul and Peter.
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Overview of the 
Gospels

• The Historical 
Chronology of the 
Gospel Events

• The Birth of Christ: 
about 5 BC

• The Ministry of 
Christ: AD 29-33
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Overview of the 
Gospels

• The Gospels Present Six Periods in the Life of 
Christ

• Jesus’ Birth and Early Life

• His Baptism and His Early Judean Ministry

• His Early Galilean Ministry

• His Late Galilean Ministry 

• His Perean Ministry

• His Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension
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Overview of the Gospels

The Four Gospels Matthew Mark Luke John 

Present Christ as . . . 
The King of 

the Jews 

The Servant 

of Jehovah 

The Son of 

Man 

The Son of 

God 

Written to . . . The Jews The Romans The Greeks The World 

Form Synoptics John 

Historical Focus Galilean Ministry 
Judean 

Ministry 
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The Gospel of Matthew

• The Writer

• Greek name: Matthew (Matthew 10:3); Hebrew 
name: Levi (Luke 5:27)

• A publican (tax collector) when Christ called him to 
be a disciple

• One of the 12 apostles chosen by Christ

• Testified along with the other apostles about the 
resurrection of Christ on the day of Pentecost (Acts 
1:13)

• Church tradition states that Matthew preached in 
Judea for about 15 years, then went as a foreign 
missionary to Ethiopia, Persia, and Parthia. Nothing 
is known about his death.
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The Gospel of Matthew

• His Intended Audience

• Written for the Jews:

• Features:

• Matthew’s Genealogy presents Jesus as the promised heir to the Davidic throne.

• Matthew uses the phrase “kingdom of heaven”

• Old Testament quotation and fulfillment formula (1:22; 2:15, 17, 23, etc.)
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The Gospel of 
Matthew

• Date of Writing

• Between AD 50 and 70

• Purposes and Theme

• Purpose: to show that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the King of the Jews in 
fulfillment of God’s covenants with 
Abraham and David

• Key Phrase: “Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 
3:2)

• Theme: The Good News About the 
Kingdom of Heaven

• Key Title for Jesus: “Son of David” 
(9X)
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Outline and 
Survey of 
Matthew

• Outline #1: A Two-Fold 
Movement (“From that 
time…”) 4:17, cp. 16:21

• Presentation of 
Himself to Israel (1:1 
– 16:20)

• Preparation of His 
Disciples (16:21 – 
28:20)
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23Outline adapted from  J. Dwight Pentecost, The Words and Works of Jesus Christ: A Study of the Life of Christ (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981).
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